50

jaimine magazine ..

PrincipalMoves

Chan Hon Goh and her company Principal Shoes are changing the
way ballerinas dance with its unique brand of ballet shoes

wirtter LEa2 A

Viratch a rendition of the Mutrrmacker or Jran Lake and you
can't help but admire the pedormer's graceful and sinucus
movements, Bven § weu aren't afan of ballet, wou likely appreciate
the aesthetic beauty of the dancers prima Ballerinas in their
ekegant poses, kooking like petite princesses in their frothy tutus
and zatin shaes, The ireny, of coume, & that those same shoes
that help fom a balkrna's beautiful poise i akoe esponsible for
maligning, and ultimateby ruining, harfeet

That's cne of the reasens why Chan Hen Goh, a pima kallerina
with the Maticnal Ballet of Canada, formed Prncipal Shaes, a
company devoted to <reating high quality ballet shoes for
dancers. "A dancer's Carer E a short one. Since thie £ a physical
art form, your body i yourinstiument when your body gQoes, 5o
does wour ok, zavs Chan,

My ultimate goal with Prncipal Shees £ to help prevent
impreper use and fitof [a dancer's| shogs

Irenically given the aom pany's success Chan didn't initially stat
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end of the company's first vear of business, Pringipal Shoes
we e 2ol At vanious retailers in four Canadian Cities.

Almost 10 years later, the company & taking its next big
steps by opening another office in Vancouder and expanding
itz line of shoes, K exports products across Moth America
and te counties such 2 lapan. The number of retailers and
Clignts g avery vear viEL the Principal Shoes website and
wou'll find testimaniak frem dances wha'we daimed that the
shoes have litemlly changed their [ves and how they dance.
Principal Shaes even wean 3 Chinese Canadian Enteepreneui
Award in 2005 for mast inncvative business.

When z=ked what Principal Shoes offers over its competitors,
Chan says that her backgrund and experize & what makes

Prncipal Shoes 22 a full fledged business. |t started when other
dance= began to covet the lovely, ergonemically designed ballet
zhoes Chan created for herself and <ther professicnal dancers.
Soan, retailers heard the buzz and became interestad in featunng
Principal Shees in their stores. That's when Chan realzed her
prefessicnally specified shoes could become aviablke business.

In 122&, Chan launched Principal Shoes in Terents, aleng with her
huzkand, Chun Che, wha i ake a ballet dancer and cheregrapher.
Tegether they consulted with the professional dance cxmmunity,

"My ultimate goal with Principal Shoes
is to help prevent improper use and fit
of a dancer's shoes.”

physicthe@py experts and spoits medicine doctors to develkop
Ballet shoes that would better align a dancer's feet and zatisfy
the grueling needs during training and perfemance. At first, the
shoes were dietributed t only professional dancers, but by the
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her company unique. "My main pazsicn, of Course, E the
perferming and danding a=pect of my career,” says Chan.
"0ut of this pazsien & the will &> Create this business. "

This pazsicen for dancing is the reasen why Chan and her
husband believe strengly in giving back to the dance
community, responsible for cultivating their talents. They
reqularly donate a potien of the company's proceeds to
dance <ompetitionz and festivak and establizhed the
Prindpal Shae Schalarship, "We try 2 2eek cut dancers with
enamaus potential and taknt, wha sally love the at farm
and need financial azzEtance. Wile try, in ur own way, o
support them through <ur shoes by giving them the
schelarzship,” zavs Chan.

Althzugh Being a pama ballerina iz Chan's first
lowve, Principal Shoes brings her "unexpected
revva irds,

"It really does pay off when you' e working until
ohe te two [o'chkeck| in the marning and hearing
the feedback about Principal Shaoes from wearers
wha 23y that it's changed their way of dancing,”
zays Chan.

“It's encugh to keep us going.”
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